How did the DAR thrive after 1900 in a state with no Revolutionary War landmarks apart from its veterans' graves? The answer lies in the DAR's array of projects, which ranged far beyond studying and commemorating the American Revolution. Starting in 1903, DAR members redefined their historical projects in ways that appealed to the upper middle-class pillars of Iowa cities and towns. Moving beyond their original focus on colonial and Revolutionary history, the women of the DAR came to view the history of America's nineteenth-century westward expansion as a continuation of the history of the nation's birth. Thus the DAR developed a flexible nationalism that accommodated regional diversity. DAR activities also came to encompass nonhistorical projects that did not require the presence of Revolutionary landmarks. These projects likewise were pursued under the rubric of nationalism and patriotism. Despite its reputation for nativism and red-baiting, the DAR in Iowa was a progressive organization before the mid-1920s. Its members worked on their own (notably in settlement houses) and promoted government intervention to ameliorate social problems such as child labor and infant mortality. Iowa DAR members also worked among new immigrants from Europe and Latin America, teaching them English, American history, and civics in the hopes of promoting their assimilation and making them citizens.^ After 1925, however, many DAR members in Iowa and elsewhere turned against reformist causes. They decided that domestic radicalism posed a greater threat to the nation's children than did unregulated capitalism, and that an activist federal government smacked of Soviet-style central planning. Disseminating materials generated by the antiradical right, DAR members embarked on an extensive program of countersubversion. Even after the DAR's antiradical and antireformist zeal began to make it controversial, however, DAR membership continued to attract Iowa women because it conferred sodal prestige on the community level. (1919) . Copies in the library of the State Historical Society of Iowa, Iowa City. These sources are not wiüiout problems. The comprehensiveness of an obituary tends to reflect its subject's social prominence. This is particularly true of the newspaper obituaries that account for the vast majority of this sample.
Catherine McNicol Stock, Main Street in Crisis:
The Great Depression and the Old Middle Class on the Northern Plains (Chapel Hill, NC, 1992), 2, 7,11,13, 47. 6. "Real Daughter of Revolution Died at Noon," 4 December 1924, and "Mrs. Andrews Was Pioneer," n.d. [1924] , otherwise unidentified clippings, Iowa Society DAR Scrapbook (Historian's Book), vol. 1, 1911-1934, comp. Sarah Paine Hoffmann, box 3, DAR Collection. 7. More than half of these women (141, or 53 percent of the 266 obituaries listing birthplaces) had been bom in Iowa; 83 others, or 31.2 percent, had been bom elsewhere in the Midwest, the majority of these east of the Mississippi. Of the rest, 18 (6.8 percent) had been born in the mid-Atlantic states of New York and Pennsylvania, 17 (6.4 percent) in New England, and 3 (1.1 percent) in the West. Only 4 (1.5 percent) in this sample were southern-bom; of these, one was born in the border state of West Virginia. or widowed; 11.9 percent remained single for their entire lives. The married DAR members had not wed until they reached an average age of 24.8 years (see table 2 ).^ They also bore an average of 2.28 children, a relatively small number (the national average was 3.56 in 1900). Indeed, a high 15.6 percent of this sample were apparently childless (compared to a national rate of 9.6 percent in 1910).^ Having few or no children to raise left these women the spare time necessary to participate in the DAR's activities (see table 3 ).
The obituaries also reveal that DAR chapters in Iowa were an urban and town phenomenon, as were many early twentiethcentury women's associations. Attending daytime meetings and sitting on committees required leisure time that many mral women lacked. Only ten DAR members in this sample, or 3.3 8. Compared to Iowa women in general, as measured by the 1905 Iowa state census, a comparatively high number of DAR women never married. On the other hand, Iowa DAR women who did marry tended to do so at an earlier age than Iowa women in general. In the counties of Black Hawk, Dubuque, Ida, lohnson (containing Iowa City), Polk (containing Des Moines), Pottawattamie (containing Council Bluffs), and Wapello (containing Ottumwa) in 1905, the average percentage of women over the age of 45 who had never married was 5.2, compared to DAR members' 1Î.9 percent. In the same counties, an average of only 5.2 percent of women under the age of twenty-one were married, compared to DAR members' 13.6 percent. NOTES: The number of children includes adopted children, foster children, stepchildren, and children who died in infancy or childhood. It is possible that some of the women who appeared to be childless had children who predeceased them and were not listed in their obituaries.
percent, lived on farms all their lives.^° The rest were townspeople.
Most DAR members' educational attainments place them and their immediate families within the upper middle class. Almost all of the women in this sample had fírúshed high schoolâ nd over two-thirds had attended or graduated from college (see table 4 ).
Another indication that most Iowa DAR members belonged to the upper middle class was their membership in other socially prestigious associations. A total of 62.4 percent of those members whose club affiliations are known belonged to sororal organizations and lodges such as the Order of the Eastern Star and the P.E.O. Sisterhood." Living in a predominantly Republican state 10. This number includes a woman whose obituary identified her husband as both a farmer and a merchant. Many more DAR members had spent their childhoods on farms, and twenty-seven (9 percent) lived on farms for part of their adult lives.
11. Two hundred thirty-seven obituaries (78.7 percent of the entire sample) list their subjects' club affiliations other than their DAR memberships (these include church activities and membership on library and hospital boards). Seventy-nine of these (33 percent) reported belonging to the Order of the Eastern Star; 37 (15.6 percent) to the P.E.O. Sisterhood; 13 (5.5 percent) to the Order of the White Shrine of Jerusalem; 10 (4.2 percent) to the Rebekah Lodge; 5 to the Pythian Sisters; 2 to the Elklets; 2 to the Lionelies; and 1 to the Kiwanis Kweens. 5 ). DAR members' occupations, the occupations of their fathers and husbands, and their families' social prominence indicate that the townswomen who joined the DAR in Iowa belonged to the upper middle class. In addition to the unpaid work done by most middle-class women within the home, ranging from child raising to housework to caring for elderly parents, 129 women in this sample (43 percent) performed paid labor outside the home. Most of these women were single or widowed: middle-class married women at the time were rarely employed outside the home, although a physician, a nurse, a beauty shop 14. Twelve DAR members in this sample (5.1 percent) belonged to the Woman's Christian Temperance Union (two were presidents of their local unions). Six members (2.5 percent) were either described as suffragists or belonged to local suffragist clubs. No one in this sample reported belonging to antisuffrage organizations. After World War I, two members were active in the League of Women Voters. Thirteen others (10 Republicans and 3 Democrats) were active in county and state party politics, though none held office. On women's activism in party politics in Iowa after suffrage, see Catherine E. Rymph, "'Keeping the Political Fires Burning': Republican Women's Clubs and Female Political Culture in Small-Town Iowa, 1928-1938," in this issue. owner, the Spirit Lake postmistress, and a teacher in this sample all were. Given that middle-class women were relative newcomers to the American work force in this period, and given the sex-segregated nature of employment then,^^ most Iowa DAR members who worked outside the home chose predominantly female occupations (see table 6 ). Among these employed DAR members, teaching primary or secondary school was by far the most popular choice, followed by white collar office work (often in male relatives' businesses). DAR women also ran business colleges (in the case of Elizabeth Irish of Iowa City), dressmaking businesses, and millinery shops. Mary H. S. Johnson was the mayor of Humboldt.
The occupations and careers of Iowa DAR members' male relatives also situate them in the upper middle class. A majority (61.9 percent) of their fathers were described as "farmers," a so- 'Many of these men were identified as "pioneers" of their communities. This number includes DAR members who were bom in rural areas (counties) instead of in towns even if their fathers' occupations were not identified. ""Oí 11 DAR members' fathers who were businessmen, 8 either were executives or owned their businesses. Among the husbands, 7 were bankers; 21 others, more than half of this category, owned their businesses, including 3 contractors and a mortician.
•^For the fathers, this number includes 4 local officeholders and one state legislator; for the husbands, it includes 4 local officeholders, 4 U.S. congressmen, and 3 state legislators.
''This category includes, among the husbands, one dentist and one osteopath.
Tor the fathers, this number includes two college presidents, an engineer, a newspaper publisher, an author, a house builder, and a hamess maker. For the husbands, it includes 4 newspaper owners or publishers, 4 railroad agents or engineers, 3 school superintendents, 2 engineers, a joumalist, an author, and a letter carrier.
cially elastic term encompassing landowners both large and small.'^ Most fathers who opted for the towns joined the local elite. They were business owners and executives, local and county officeholders, and high-ranking military officers. Fathers also joined the new professions. A much greater percentage of DAR members' husbands joined the ranks of the professions that increasingly defined the upper middle class. Of those Iowa DAR members whose husbands' occupafions are known, less than 20 percent married men who worked the land. Most married successful town or urban capitaHsts, professionals, and politicians. DAR members' husbands were businessmen and bankers (a combined total of 29 percent); physicians, attorneys, and judges (a combined total of 28 percent); and local, state, and na- 16 . No DAR members' obituaries mentioned their mothers' occupations.
tional politicians. In considering many Iowa DAR members' intense conservatism in the 1920s, the preponderance of property and business owners among their husbands and fathers is very suggestive (see table 7 ). This analysis of Iowa DAR members' biographical data reveals that most belonged to America's middle and upper middle classes and to their communities' political and business establishments. On the national level, these Iowa townspeople helped lend a degree of social diversity to the DAR's membership. The DAR's critics viewed the organization as an exclusive preserve of eastern brahmins and other "aristocrats." However, the DAR also attracted Iow^a women who did not fit that stereotype, such as Nettie Eels, who owned and ran an Ida Grove millinery shop and who never married; Amelia Gabbert, a Davenport music teacher and church organist who also never married; and Ruth Long Ahlgren, who married a successful Shenandoah car dealer, sat on the board of the local public library, and frequently traveled abroad.^^ Eels, Gabbert, and Ahlgren moved in very different social worlds from each other and from those of national DAR Presidents General Letitia Green Stevenson, married to U.S. Vice-President Adlai Stevenson, and Grace Hall Lincoln Brosseau, married to the president of Mack Trucks.
WHY DID THESE IOWA WOMEN JOIN the Daughters of the American Revolution? Lacking their own explanations of why they joined, we must examine their actions. In the act of applying for membership, they demor\strated an interest in genealogy. Joining the DAR required documentary proof that an ancestor had either fought on or otherwise aided the American side in the Revolutionary War. Gathering such proof, generated in a time of relatively poor record keeping, demanded time and effort, especially if the ancestor had not been an officer or otherwise socially prominent. Thirty-three DAR members in the sample (11 percent) continued their genealogical studies and, in a few cases, became professionals. DAR members also belonged to other ancestral orgaruzations, such as the Daughters of American Colonists, the Society of Mayflower Descendants, and the National Society of Colonial Dames of America, groups with stricter and narrower requirements for membership than those of the DAR.^Î owa women joined the DAR in especially large numbers after the DAR encouraged them to study the histories of their state and their communities. Because the appeal of studying Revolutionary history year after year was somewhat limited in the trans-Appalachian West, the DAR's national leadership began to pursue a more flexible strategy. Established in 1903, the NSDAR Committee on Historic Spots encouraged DAR members to study their own states' histories and to educate others about them by marking with monuments or plaques "historic spots" in their commurùties.''' Iowa DAR members responded enthusiastically, commemorating the anniversary of Iowa's statehood with a reverence reminiscent of the DAR's attempted solemrüfícation of Fourth of July celebrations. Iowa state DAR historian Alma L. McMahon proposed to the 1911 state conference that the day "be observed by schools and other organizations with rhetorical and military exercises as a day of rejoicing and patriotic thanksgiving."^"
In particular, the national DAR encouraged the study and celebration of the history of "pioneers" (white Anglo-American settlers). DAR members integrated the stories of nineteenthcentury westward migration into their celebratory narratives of the nation's origins. In conquering the West, pioneers replicated the founders' actions and spread their republican ideas; indeed, they birthed the nation. Reflecting in 1906 on America's new overseas empire as well as on Iowa's "humble" pioneers, state regent Rowena Edison Stevens called the pioneers' search for "an abiding place where they may enjoy freedom of thought and the fruits of their toil. . . the great power which conquers the world and leads the march of civilization."^' Midwestern and western women in the DAR, then, studied the history of their states with the aim of promoting nationalism.
While continuing to study Revolutionary history, they delved into the history of white settlement. They did not define as "pioneers" only those white settlers who had fought in Indian wars and first staked land claims. Because most DAR members themselves lived in towns, they centered their histories around the white families who had founded towns, cities, and businesses. The DAR chapter in Jefferson, Iowa, for example, marked the sites of Jefferson's first brick house and of the first courthouse, as well as the portions of the old Sioux City and Des Moines trails running through the town. Two chapter members also wrote and gave papers covering the histories of Floyd and Black Hawk Counties. Both papers began with the first white trapper or permanent settler rather than with Native American history or the first European explorers. Both members also recounted the birth of the first white child, the first village, the first store, the first school and teachers, the first frame house, and the first newspaper in their respective counties.B ecause of the DAR's near sacralization of George Washington, many dismiss DAR history as history dominated by great men. Although DAR members in Iowa and elsewhere devoted considerable time and energy to praising the "Founding Fathers," they also educated themselves and others in the history of women and the history of "pioneer women" in particular. Their models celebrated historic women for both their domesticity and their willingness to go to war for the nation. In 1927 the DAR erected twelve identical statues of the "Pioneer Mother of the Trail" along old trails across America, from Maryland to California. The "Pioneer Mother" held a rifle in one arm and a baby in the other.^ Iowa DAR members were eager students of women's history: in 1922, when NSDAR Historian General Alice McDuffee asked DAR members to collect "sketches" of the lives of five historically significant w^omen in their states, Iowa sent fifty.^"* The Iowa DAR's study of state and local history sustained its members' interest, and so ensured its future growth. ANOTHER FACTOR in the DAR's growth in Iowa was the DAR's engagement in a wide range of nonhistorical activities under the broad rubric of promoting patriotism. These various projects, like the promotion of the history of white settlement of the West, did not require the presence of Revolutionary landmarks.
During the Spanish-American War and World War I, the Iowa DAR engaged in extensive war relief efforts. In 1898 it raised money and shipped goods to invalid and wounded soldiers in camps in the South. Starting in 1916, the Iowa DAR raised hundreds of thousands of dollars for the war effort. made goods such as bandages for American soldiers, promoted the domestic conservation of food, wool, and other goods, and cooperated with the Red Cross. Members also educated themselves about the war effort: in 1917 and 1918, the DAR chapter in Waucoma heard papers on topics such as "America's Contribution to War Machines" and "The Feeding of an Army" The secretary of the Jefferson DAR chapter reported in 1918 that "We have cut out all social affairs and given our money and our time to Patriotic and War Relieff] Work."^Â t all levels during World War I, the DAR aggressively promoted heightened patriotism and "loyalty" in themselves and others, often cooperating with local and county branches of the Women's Committee of the Coimcil of National Defense, the federal umbrella agency directing civilian war relief activities. The regent of the Jefferson DAR chapter, Neva Allen Cockerill, also chaired the Jefferson unit of the Women's Committee, and among the chapter's members was the Women's Committee's county chair.^^ Iowa DAR members also tried to instill "loyalty" in others on an individual basis. Mabel Pratt Schoentgen's patriotic counseling of a German-American woman in Council Bluffs was fraught with patriotic emotion and ritual. At the 1919 state conference, as Schoentgen reported on Iowa chapters' contributions to the DAR's Liberty Loan fund, she paused to describe her encounter with an unnamed woman who had lived in the United States "some thirty years." The woman had been aggrieved by the tone of what Schoentgen described as a "rousing, patriotic talk" given by a military man at the local YWCA. During the talk she whispered to Schoentgen, "'You don't know how bad that makes me feel. My countrypeople were kind and good when I lived there and it hurts me to hear such awful things about them.'" Schoentgen told her sternly, "'You have come to the parting of the way; you must be a good, loyal American or you will be classed among the pro-German.' 'I want to do what is right, I want to be loyal, I want to do my duty/ she answered." Schoentgen produced two little American flags. "And so the little ceremony took place. I pinned a small American fiag on her coat over her heart, and she pinned one on me, and as she did so I felt as if I were repledging my love and devotion to my country. "^T HE DAR'S PATRIOTIC ACTIVITIES in peacetime were even more varied, and they changed drastically over time. Before World War I, DAR members' projects and rhetoric situated them in the mainstream of the benevolent, politically moderate progressivism favored by upper and middle-class women working through voluntary associations to effect reform. DAR members constructed definitions of patriotism that harmonized with their social activism. One leader, for example, defined patriotism as "the developing of our sense of justice."^ In keeping with such definitions, DAR members in Iowa and elsewhere promoted state and federal governments' involvement in social problems. In Cedar Falls, for example, the topic of discussion at a 1912 DAR chapter meeting was "What the government might do in the area of social and human welfare work."^L ike other Progressive Era clubwomen, Iowa DAR members took a particularly strong interest in women and child industrial workers. cooperation with the independent National Committee on Child Labor and the NSDAR Committee on Child Labor, lobbied unsuccessfully for a stronger state law on child labor.^^ They opposed child labor not orüy on moral and humanitarian grounds, but also because it converted future workers into burdens on the public purse. When Julia Clark Hallam, chair of the Iowa DAR's Child Labor Committee, enjoined the 1909 state conference to boycott clothes, particularly underwear, made in sweatshops, she claimed that "manufacturers are allowed to cripple and deform children and the public is required to support them afterwards." She called child labor "one of the most fruitful sources of demand for charity. ferent languages.^^ The manual provided immigrants with information on everything from George Washington to flag desecration to dealing with landlords and also served as a study guide for citizenship tests.
DAR members' confidence in their own social and (as they defined the word) racial superiority informed their work among immigrants. Viewing themselves as authorities on Americanism, they believed that immigrants desiring citizenship should not merely learn English, but also should emulate the DAR members' own Anglo-American customs and culture. However, DAR members also based their Americanization work on the assumption that American citizens were made as well as bom, and that any immigrant could choose to become one. These assumptions lay behind the actions of Mabel Pratt Schoentgen, when she wrung a declaration of loyalty out of a German-bom woman at the height of World War I. The DAR's nationwide custom of holding receptions for newly naturalized U.S. citizens also exemplified this inclusive spirit.
When working with immigrants, many DAR members policed their own attitudes towards them. At a July 1919 meeting of the chapter in Mt. Vernon, a member read aloud a communication from the Iowa DAR Committee on Americanization enjoining rank-and-file members "to welcome newly arrived foreigners to a place in our national and civic life"; to visit female immigrants in their homes in order "to help them to rise to better conditions of life"; and "to forbid use of all terms of derision applied to foreigners." At a November 1920 meeting, chapter members discussed Americanization extensively. "We didn't succeed in solving the problem of Americanization of the foreigners," wrote the chapter secretary, "which has baffled the wisest most capable men of our day but I think we have learned in the study of Americanization something of how not to treat the foreigner." The women taking part in 38 these discussions in Mt. Vernon clearly wanted immigrants to feel welcome in their new country^Î owa did not attract as many immigrants as other, more industrial midwestem states, but it attracted enough of them for the Iowa DAR to form its Conunittee on Americanization.*" As early as 1904, the Iowa state historian reported to the state conference that the Iowa DAR was sponsoring lectures on "patriotic subjects" for the "large foreign element" in Iowa's larger cities and towns, illustrated by slides (they used a stereopticon), "for often a picture will arouse a spark of patriotism when the words of the lecturer may pass unheeded. tine, and one Austrian, all of whom worked in nearby coal mines, the sisters ran a three-month night school offering "American business methods and manner of living."*Î n the late 1920s, as the DAR veered to the right, it redefined its "Americanization" work as "Americanism" work. The DAR Committee on Americanization changed its name because DAR leaders and members came to believe that radicalism lurked not only among the foreign-bom, but also among progressive reformers and peace activists with Anglo-American surnames like Addams and White. In 1927 the Iowa DAR's Committee on Americanization recommended that Americanization work be redirected toward "making a good American citizen of everyone who dwells on American soil"'" IN THE MID-1920S, as DAR members began to elect national leaders who belonged to or sympathized with the antiradical and antireformist far right, the DAR's nonhistorical public activities changed in their definition and focus. At the same time, the DAR confinued to grow in Iowa, albeit more slowly (see table 1 These trends intensified in 1926 with the establishment of the DAR's powerful National Defense Committee, chaired by VicePresident General Flora Bredes Walker of Seattle. Emphatically rejecting the DAR's previous connections to reform, the National Defense Committee viewed progressive individuals and groups in general, and peace groups such as the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) in particular, as shelters for radical "borers from within." At the National Defense Conunittee's direction, DAR members everywhere pressured institutions in their communities, sometimes successfully, not to host lecturers from such orgarùzations. The DAR's former heroes and partners in reform such as Jane Addams (herself a DAR member as late as 1923) became its enemies.^Â t all levels of the DAR, the National Defense Committee disseminated pamphlets and other materials generated by military officers, manufacturers' associations, and other groups constituting the far right in the 1920s. The right declared war on progressive women's clubs and peace groups, both of which lobbied Congress to reduce War Department appropriations. The far right also circulated "spider-web charts" purporting to link reformist women's clubs with Moscow through a plethora of cormecting lines (see page 86 below). It also generated more straightforward lists of suspected "reds" and their sympathizers, labeled "pinks" or "yellows."*^ Because of its progressive heri-tage and its support of the Sheppard-Towner Act in 1921, the DAR itself appeared on at least one such chart in the early 1920s.''* It was removed when it proved eager to circulate and disseminate such materials generated by the far right as the "Daily Data Sheets" compiled by Fred R. Marvin of the Key Men of America (to which the DAR National Defense Committee encouraged DAR members to subscribe"**), articles in the antifeminist Woman Patriot (formerly an antisuffrage journal), and published speeches by high-ranking military officers.
Some Iowa DAR members had become dedicated opponents of "subversion" even before the DAR Continental Congress voted the National Defense Committee into existence in 1926. sion, resolving that the Iowa DAR "undertake a specific program of action" including "intense individual research, group study-classes, lectures and public meetings in the determination ... to bring about a clean cut cleavage between un-American subversive forces and the constituents of Patriotic societies." The conference also enjoined Iowa DAR members to ask their congressmen to "support . . . adequate appropriations for all branches of National Defense."^'
The National Defense Committee's programs found a ready audience among Iowa DAR women. By the second year of the committee's existence in Iowa, more than half of the state's chapters w^ere taking up its work. In 1929 the Iow^a state chair of national defense reported that fifty-six Iowa chapters (out of 105 in 1928) were studying national defense and were writing to their congressmen in support of a naval appropriations bill.^Î n 1931, a depression year, the Iowa DAR's Board of Management pledged 15 percent of the state DAR budget to national defense work." Some Iowa DAR members also obeyed the National Defense Committee's injunctions to ban from their meetings speakers with whom they disagreed. William Allen White reported in his Emporia, Kansas, newspaper in May 1928 that a few months before. Des Moines's DAR chapter had invited Mrs. Frederick Weitz of Des Moines, the publicity chair of the General Federation of Women's Clubs, to speak. But after the chapter learned that Weitz had recently attended a meeting of the National Conference on the Causes and Cure of War, a moderate peace organization headed by former suffrage leader Carrie Chapman Catt, it abruptly disinvited her on the day she was scheduled to speak.B ecause the DAR National Defense Committee's expansive defirütion of "subversives" encompassed many liberals and progressives who were in fact antiradical themselves, it alienated a handful of DAR members who openly protested, and perhaps many more DAR members who kept their silence. These members had not discarded their affiliations with the peace movement or with progressive reform. Some of them were married to prominent professors and clergymen whose names appeared on lists of "doubtful speakers" circulated by the DAR. Galvanizing their protests was the February 1928 appearance of Flora Bredes Walker, chair of the DAR's National Defense Committee, before the U.S. House Committee on Naval Affairs. She agreed with right-wing congressmen who called for investigations of "suspicious" people and activity in women's peace groups.^Ĥ er claim that she was speaking for the entire DAR antagonized progressive DAR members, some of whom formed a short-lived but highly visible "DAR Committee of Protest." Concentrated mostly in college towns such as Palo Alto and New Haven, it was led by Helen Tufts Bailie of Cambridge, Massachusetts. After she publicized a list of "doubtful speakers" circulated by the Massachusetts National Defense Committee in February 1928, the DAR's national leadership expelled her. Her purge attracted support for the Committee of Protest. Between 1928 and 1930, the committee inspired tens and perhaps hundreds of other women to resign from the DAR.
Some Iowa women were among those DAR members who openly disagreed with the DAR's new antiradicalism and attacks on reformers. Lucile Amlie's effort to bring a DAR-distributed "yellow list" to the attention of Iowa newspapers predated the founding of the National Defense Committee. The name May B. Ditch of the Ottumwa Public Library appears on the Committee of Protest's own lists of "sympathetic" DAR members.^ Even unsuccessful actions indicate pockets of resistance to the National Defense Committee's militarism. At the 1928 state conference, delegates voted down a resolution urging the United States to enter "such compacts and agreements with the other nations of the world as are designed to do away with war, as a means to settle international disputes."^^ At a meeting of the Mt. Vemon DAR chapter in November 1931, the secretary recorded without comment that "before adjournment a letter for Disarmament was placed on the table where anyone who w^ished to do so might sign it." This letter was never mentioned again, and the chapter engaged in national defense activities on other occasions.^* Many more Iowa DAR members and chapters soon adopted the programs and resolutions of the National Defense Committee. At the 1929 state conference, a majority of delegates supported a resolution implicitly repudiating the DAR Committee of Protest and explicitly affirming the state organization's "allegiance to the National Society, of which we are a part."^'
The DAR leadership's actions and words in the late 1920s inspired a progressive backlash against it. The "blacklist controversy" made nationwide headlines in 1928.*" After Bailie's expulsion, many commentators viewed the DAR as an enemy of free speech. "Muck-raking" investigative journalists documented the DAR's links with the far right, increasingly dogged by its own scandals. Kansas 70. In many cities and towns, DAR chapter secretaries sent the minutes of meetings and, just as often, descriptions of teas and banquets to the society editors of their local newspapers, who usually published them. A Burlington editor grumbled in 1944 or 1945 that "Every organization in the world, from the American Legion and the Daughters of the American Revolution to the WeWill-Gather-at-the-River Society, is trying to chisel the newspapers for as much free publicity as possible. .. . Most of the material is of some worth, but more so to the particular agency seeking its publication than to the general public." "Thinking Out Loud," Burlington Hawkeye Gazette, n.d., clipping, Iowa Society DAR Scrapbook (Historian's Book), vol. 4,1944-1945, box 2, DAR Collection.
after the mid-1920s, when the DAR's red-baiting of peace activists and reformers began to make it controversial. In 1939 editorialists nationwide condemned the DAR for banning the world renowned opera singer Marian Anderson, an African American, from singing in its Washington auditorium. Four years later, the local newspaper in Leon, Iowa, still printed in its society pages the names of Leon women admitted to the DAR.^'
To the Iowa town matron, the DAR also offered opportunities to experience "society" in the East, commonly held in high cultural esteem by elites of the American periphery. The DAR's annual Continental Congress in Washington, with its prominent speakers (usuaUy including the president of the United States after 1910) and its glittering receptions and teas, was a social event of national magnitude. Associated Press dispatches covering the event appeared in the smallest, most local newspapers. Going to Washington as delegates gave Iowa townswomen the opportunity to socialize with the wives of national political leaders and top military officers, and then to see their names and pictures in their hometown newspapers.
Iowa DAR members' eagerness to interact with eastem elites sometimes soured into resentment. Northeastern and Washingtonbased women {usually the wives of congressmen and other government officials) dominated the national leadership during the DAR's first forty years. Harriet Lake's 1938 eulogy for Sophia Hyndshaw Bushnell, a national DAR leader from Council Bluffs, captures these regional tensions. When Bushnell, married to a local businessman, was elected a DAR Vice-President General in 1906, she was the first national DAR leader from Iowa "so elected without the benefit of Official Position in Washington." Lake wrote that with her "exquisite" taste in clothes and other personal refinements, Bushnell overcame the provincialism of eastern women. She "won the admiration and the friendship of women of the East and the South, and convinced them that fine women lived in this mysterious westem country/'7 Despite these strains, the DAR held many attractions for the socially ambitious women of the American interior. In Iowa and elsewhere, some women joined the DAR simply because their relatives, friends, and people they admired did. Belonging to the DAR gave them opportunities to interact with other local and national elites.
By belonging to the Daughters of the American Revolution, women in Iowa cities and towns, like women all over the country, negotiated the complexities of regional and national identity. Between the end of Reconstruction and the 1920s, the United States settled gradually and uneasily into its new incarnation as one unified nation. The DAR replicated this process. Confronting the legacies of the Civil War and westward expansion head-on, DAR members transformed the symbols of northern triumph into the glue that they hoped would bind together a people accustomed to identifying with their localities and states (or, until recently, to wandering west) into one singular political society: a nation. At every DAR chapter meeting, from Des Moines to Ida Grove, from Maine to Arizona, DAR members followed the same ritual. They faced a small American flag on a stand, placed their right hands over their hearts, and pledged their allegiance to "one nation, indivisible." Just as they attempted to Americanize newer immigrants, DAR members attempted to Americanize themselves and each other through their promotion of a flexible nationalism that accommodated and coopted regional identities everywhere. These attempts never succeeded completely: DAR members waged frequent debates about how "national"-meaning how centralized-the National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution should be. Yet its accommodation of regional diversity ensured that the DAR's nationalist message would be spread by women in every region and state. By constructing a history of the nation's origins that encompassed regional and local history, and by encouraging the pursuit of many other nonhistorical projects on a national basis, the DAR overcame potential barriers to its growth west of the Appalachians. Thus the National Society of the Daughters of the Amer- 
